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THE AGE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE AGENDA 2030

The first widely recoglized definition of sustainable development was provided in 1987 in the 
Bruntland wŜǇƻǊǘ ΨOur /ƻƳƳƻƴ CǳǘǳǊŜΩ, which was prepared by the UN World Commission on 
Environment and Development led by the former Norway Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland.

άIǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ to make development sustainable to ensure that it meets the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The 
concept of sustainable development does imply limits - not absolute limits but limitations imposed 
by the present state of technology and social organization on environmental resources and by the 
ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ώΧϐ ¸Ŝǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
development is not a fixed state of harmony, but rather a process of change in which the exploitation 
of resources, the direction of investments, the orientation of technological development, and 
institutional change are made consistent with future as well as present needs. We do not pretend 
that the process is easy or straightforward. Painful choices have to be made. Thus, in the final 
analysis, sustainable development must rest on political will.έ



THE AGE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE AGENDA 2030

V Launched in 2015 and signed by UN Member States 
with the purpose of achieving its goals within 2030.

V 17 Goals, 69 targets, 241 indicators

V Global goals



HOW THE WORLD AND EMERGING ECONOMIES ARE PERFORMING? 
The SDG Index

Sustainable Development Report (Sachs, Lafortune, Fuller, 2024):

ü first worldwide yearly study assessing where each country stands 
with regard to achieving the SDGs. 

SDG Index: 

üassessment of each ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ overall performance giving equal 
weight to each Goal and based on 125 indicators. 

übetween 0 (the worst possible outcome) and 100 (the target). 

ü167 countries are ranked by their overall score. 



On average, only 16 percent of the SDG targets are on track to be met globally by 2030 (for ex. 

mobile broadband access and Internet use), with the remaining 84 percent showing limited 

progress or a reversal of progress. 

SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) is the only goal that none of the 193 UN member states has achieved or is 

on track to achieve, due to undernourishment, obesity, unsustainable agriculture and/or 

unsustainable diets (or a combination of these).

Global achievements by SDG 
Source: Sachs et al., 2024.



üGlobal SDG progress too slow even before the COVID-19 pandemic 

and other crises. 

üBased on the rate of progress since 2015, none of the 17 SDGs will 

be fully achieved globally by 2030.

üThe level and pace of SDG progress varies significantly across 

country groups:

- HIs (and especially EU Nordic countries) continue to lead.

- BRICS countries are making significant progress: since 2015, average 

SDG progress in the BRICS and BRICS+ countries (Egypt, Ethiopia, 

Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates) has outpaced the 

world average. 

- Since 2015, East and South Asia has emerged as the region that has 

made the greatest progress toward the SDG.

- Poor and vulnerable nations lag far behind and their gap with worldôs 

average has widened since 2015.

Source: Sachs et al., 2024.



Source: Sachs et al., 2024.
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23  ITALY
46  UNITED STATES (between Thailand and Argentina)   
52  BRAZIL
56  RUSSIA
115 SOUTH AFRICA
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