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OUTLINE

• The age of sustainable development and the Agenda 2030 

• How the world and emerging economies are performing? 

• The post-2030 age

• Introduction to the session



THE AGE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE AGENDA 2030

The first widely recoglized definition of sustainable development was provided in 1987 in the 
Bruntland Report ‘Our Common Future’, which was prepared by the UN World Commission on 
Environment and Development led by the former Norway Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland.

“Humanity has the ability to make development sustainable to ensure that it meets the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The 
concept of sustainable development does imply limits - not absolute limits but limitations imposed 
by the present state of technology and social organization on environmental resources and by the 
ability of the biosphere to absorb the effects of human activities. […] Yet in the end, sustainable 
development is not a fixed state of harmony, but rather a process of change in which the exploitation 
of resources, the direction of investments, the orientation of technological development, and 
institutional change are made consistent with future as well as present needs. We do not pretend 
that the process is easy or straightforward. Painful choices have to be made. Thus, in the final 
analysis, sustainable development must rest on political will.”



THE AGE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE AGENDA 2030

✓ Launched in 2015 and signed by UN Member States 
with the purpose of achieving its goals within 2030.

✓ 17 Goals, 69 targets, 241 indicators

✓ Global goals



HOW THE WORLD AND EMERGING ECONOMIES ARE PERFORMING? 
The SDG Index

Sustainable Development Report (Sachs, Lafortune, Fuller, 2024):

➢ first worldwide yearly study assessing where each country stands 
with regard to achieving the SDGs. 

SDG Index: 

➢assessment of each country’s overall performance giving equal 
weight to each Goal and based on 125 indicators. 

➢between 0 (the worst possible outcome) and 100 (the target). 

➢167 countries are ranked by their overall score. 



On average, only 16 percent of the SDG targets are on track to be met globally by 2030 (for ex. 

mobile broadband access and Internet use), with the remaining 84 percent showing limited 

progress or a reversal of progress. 

SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) is the only goal that none of the 193 UN member states has achieved or is 

on track to achieve, due to undernourishment, obesity, unsustainable agriculture and/or 

unsustainable diets (or a combination of these).

Global achievements by SDG 
Source: Sachs et al., 2024.



➢ Global SDG progress too slow even before the COVID-19 pandemic 

and other crises. 

➢ Based on the rate of progress since 2015, none of the 17 SDGs will 

be fully achieved globally by 2030.

➢ The level and pace of SDG progress varies significantly across 

country groups:

- HIs (and especially EU Nordic countries) continue to lead.

- BRICS countries are making significant progress: since 2015, average 

SDG progress in the BRICS and BRICS+ countries (Egypt, Ethiopia, 

Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates) has outpaced the 

world average. 

- Since 2015, East and South Asia has emerged as the region that has 

made the greatest progress toward the SDG.

- Poor and vulnerable nations lag far behind and their gap with world’s 

average has widened since 2015.

Source: Sachs et al., 2024.



Source: Sachs et al., 2024.

WHO’S IN THE BETWEEN?

23  ITALY
46  UNITED STATES (between Thailand and Argentina)   
52  BRAZIL
56  RUSSIA
115 SOUTH AFRICA



Source: Sachs et al., 2024.



Source: Sachs et al., 2024.



THE POST-2030 AGE

  …searching for a (missing) political will from 
the local to the global level



Extending the Sustainable Development Goals to 2050
Nerini, Mazzucato, Rockström, …, Sachs (2024) on Nature.

«Some people have argued that the world should take stock and focus 
on fewer sustainability goals and targets. We disagree. Because all of 
these global crises are interlinked, only a holistic and global approach 
to solving them will work. The SDGs should remain at the centre of 
global policy agendas. Therefore, we call on member states of the 
United Nations […] to adapt and extend the SDG framework to 2050. 
This will entail setting interim targets for 2030 and 2040 and final 
targets for 2050 that align with science and maintain high, yet 
achievable, national and global ambitions.»



1.   LEVERAGING THE SYNERGIES 
AND SOLVING THE TRADE-OFFS 
BETWEEN THE SDGs AND, 
ESPECIALLY, THE TRADE-OFFS 
BETWEEN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
(Saccone and Vallino, 2022).



2.   REDUCING INTERNATIONAL SPILLOVERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE  EMBEDDED IN TRADE (Nerini et al., 2024).



3. LOCALIZING THE SDGs (Biggeri et al., 2023).

Favoring spatial convergence within countries in terms of 
SDGs achievement. 

This entails the implementation of public programs localized 
at the subnational level that prioritize especially backward 
states and provinces expansion of specific local capabilities, 
associated with the development of technological and 
economic opportunities, culture, and institutions for 
advancing sustainable development. 



4. REFORMING THE GLOBAL FINANCIAL ARCHITECTURE 
(Nerini et al., 2024; Sachs et al., 2024). 

«Low-income countries (LICs) and lower-middle-income countries (LMICs) 
urgently need to gain access to affordable long-term capital so that they can 
invest at scale to achieve their sustainable development objectives. 
Mobilizing the necessary levels of finance will require new institutions, new 
forms of global financing (including global taxation), and new priorities for 
global financing (such as investing in quality education for all)» (Sachs et al., 
2024).

Global taxation on fossil-fuel emissions, air travel, shipping and international 
financial transactions?



THE CONTRIBUTION OF THIS SESSION TO THE DEBATE…

Keynote lecture: Piergiuseppe Fortunato (UNCTAD):  A positive trade and environment agenda for 
the BRICS

Luca Andriani (Birkbeck University of London): Social capital and CO2 emissions in emerging 
markets. ONLINE
Samuele Milone (University of Florence): The impact of drought on education in rural Thailand: a 
synergy between SDG-4, SDG-2, and SDG-13.
Sara Balestri (University of Perugia) and Marcello Signorelli: SDG trade-related spillover effects and 
EU regulation on timber: assessing imported deforestation patterns.

…AND BEYOND (Session 3)

Keynote lecture: Chahir Zaki (University of Orléans and Economic Research Forum): Global Value Chains, 
environment and climate change.

Elena Vallino (University of Turin) Adelaide Baronchelli, Silvana Dalmazzone, Luca Ridolfi, Francesco Laio: Large 
agri-food corporations in the global staple and cash crops markets: a quantitative analysis of rice and coffee 
through the virtual water perspective.

Rossella Rubini (UNDP): The Superfood Dilemma a saving grace or a natural resource curse.



THANK YOU AND ENJOY!
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