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THE AGE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE AGENDA 203

The firstwidely recoglizeddefinition of sustainabledevelopmentwasprovidedin 1987in the
Bruntlandw S LJIONTI 2 WY 2 v  Gadiechdasraparedby the UNWorld Commission on
Environment and Development led by the former Norway Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland.

Gl dzY I Yy A G e Kd nhakeidévS8opment/sdstaitiable to ensure that it meets the needs of

the present without compromising the abllity of future generations to meet their own neetlse

concept of sustainable development does imply lirmist absolute limits but limitations imposed

by the present state of technology and social organization on environmental resources and by the
Lokt Ale 2F 0KS 0AZALIKSNE 12 F 0 82ND UKS STFSOIL
development is not a fixed state of harmony, but rather a process of change in which the exploitation
of resources, the direction of investments, the orientation of technological development, and
Institutional change are made consistent with future as well as present needs. We do not pretend
that the process is easy or straightforwaRainful choices have to be made. Thus, in the final

analysis, sustainable development must rest on political will.



THE AGE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE AGENDA 2030
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HOW THE WORLD AND EMERGING ECONOMIES ARE PERFORMIN(C
The SDG Index

SustainableDevelopment Report (Sachkafortune, Fuller, 2024).

U first worldwide yearlystudyassessingvhere eachcountry stands
with regardto achievinghe SDGs

SDG Index:

U assessmendf eachO 2 dzy aveidll @erformance givinggual
weight toeachGoal andbasedon 125indicators

U betweenO (theworst possibleoutcome) and 100 (the target).
U 167 countries areankedby their overall score.



World SDG Dashboard 2024
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On average, only 16 percent of the SDG targets are on track to be met globally by 2030 (for ex.
mobile broadband access and Internet use), with the remaining 84 percent showing limited

progress or a reversal of progress.

SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) is the only goal that none of the 193 UN member states has achieved or is

on track to achieve, due to undernourishment, obesity, unsustainable agriculture and/or

unsustainable diets (or a combination of these).



SDG Index score
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not include Australia nor New Zealand.
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Average SDG Index score by selected country groups, 2015-2023
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Global SDG progress too slow even before the COVID-19 pandemic
and other crises.

Based on the rate of progress since 2015, none of the 17 SDGs will
be fully achieved globally by 2030.

The level and pace of SDG progress varies significantly across
country groups:

His (and especially EU Nordic countries) continue to lead.

BRICS countries are making significant progress: since 2015, average
SDG progress in the BRICS and BRICS+ countries (Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates) has outpaced the
world average.

Since 2015, East and South Asia has emerged as the region that has
made the greatest progress toward the SDG.

Poor and vulnerable nations lag far behind and their gap withwor | d 6 s

average has widened since 2015.



The 2024 SDG Index Ranks and Scores

Rank Country Score

T Finland 86.4 148 Mozambique 54.3
2 Sweden 85 7 149 Burkina Faso 52.9
3 Denmark 85.0 150 Congo, Rep. 52.7
: e o - — o 21 hQ{ Lb ¢19 .9¢299bK

rance .

6 Austria 825 153 Comoros 52.4 23 ITALY
7 Norway 82.2 154 PapuaNewGuinea — 52.0 46 UNITED STATE&eenThailand and Argentina)
8 Croatia 82.2 155 Angola °1.9 52 BRAZIL
9 United Kingdom 82.2 156 Guinea-Bissau 51.9 56 RUSSIA
10 Poland 817 157 Djibouti 51.7 115 SOUTH AFRICA
11 Slovenia 813 158 Madagascar 51.2
12 Czechia 81.3 159 Sudan 49.9
13 Latvia 81.0 160 Niger 49.9
14 Spain 80.7 161 Congo, Dem. Rep. 48.7
15 Estonia 80.5 162 Afghanistan 48.2
16 Portugal 80.2 163 Yemen, Rep. 46.9
17 Belgium 80.0 164 Somalia 454
18 Japan 79.9 165 Chad 45.1
19 Iceland 79.5 166 Central African Republic  44.2
20 Hungary 79.5 167 South Sudan 40.1

Source: Sachs et al., 2024.
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